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TEMPLATE FOR LANGUAGE 
(Recommend working with a Local Linguist or Professional Linguist with a Local Knowledge Holder)


1 Name of the Language: 

2 Other name:

3 Location (State, District, Village etc): 

4 Name of the language speaking community: 

1. Ethnographic background of the community : 

1. Number  of Speakers : 

1. Is this language enlisted in ISO 639 [footnoteRef:1]code (s) :  [1:  Devised by and property of the International Standards Organization, the Ethnological listing of all the world’s known Languages (Pub. Summer Institute of Linguistics) http://www.ethnologue.com/] 


1. Which language family does it belong to[footnoteRef:2]/ is it affiliated to? [2:  Language families are not included in UNESCO atlas but are explained in the UNESCO text.] 


1. Language enlisted in 8th Schedule of Indian Constitution : 

1. Is this language endangered / living /dead : 

1. Generational usage of the language : 

6. All generations including children 
6.  Mostly Children 
6. Only older generation 
6. None    

1. Proportion of speakers within the reference community 
7. Nearly all speak the language 
7. Majority speak the language 
7. Minority speak the language 
7. No one speaks the language   


1. Domains and status of the language:
8. Public 
8. Administrative 
8. Business  
8. Education 
8. Government 
8. Religious / Ritualistic  

1. Any new domains like print media /internet / broad cast media/ any other: 
9. Frequently used in new domain 
9. Sometime used in new domain 
9. Rarely used in new domain 
9. Never used in new domain   


1. Domain of traditional knowledge?
10. Frequent 
10. Sometimes 
10. Rarely 
10. Never 

1. Group/family of language :


1. Feature of language :
12. Phonetics 
12. Phonology 
12. Etymology 
12. Lexicography 
12. Syntax 
12. Morphology 
12. Orthography   


1. Script/writing system of the language 


1. Paleographical background of the language : 


1. Method of translation of the language : 

1. Geographical distribution of the language : 

1. Any written references or epigraphical reference of the language:  

1. Community members’ attitudes towards their own language 

18. All members value the language and wish to see it promoted 
18. Some members support language maintenance ; some are indifferent or may even support language shift 
18.  Only few members support language maintenance but most are indifferent or may even support shift to the dominant language 
18. No one cares if the language disappears; all prefer to use the dominant language  

1. Governmental /Institutional attitudes, policies including official status and use of the language:  

1. Type and quality of documentation already in existence.

1. Recommendations if any.
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